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ABSTRACT 

The Hispano comprises the largest ethnic group in 
Colorado; yet a large segment of the community remains in a state of 
gross poverty and low educational attainment. The roost prominent 
contributing factor is the lack of salable skills and academic 
preparation needed in today's highly technological society. This 
document addresses itself to the educational problems. The general 
objectives which are realistic in terms of assisting the Hispano 
child to compete in his present school situation and in preparing him 
for future occupational and social endeavors are to (1) instill the 
desire to become a useful, contributing member of society; (2) 
develop an appreciation of the Hispano culture and heritage and for 
the Anerican way of life; (3) develop acceptable standards of 
aspiration, self-respect, good mental health, and the povfers of 
self-expression; (4) increase his ability and proficiency in the use 
of the English language; (5) develop his ability to work in the 
typical classroom and compete with his peers; and (6) correlate 
English and Spanish in all areas of the curriculiom where it is 
feasible. Specific recommendations are made in the areas of 
integration, use of Title I f lands, curriculum, oral language, reading 
and other academic areas, personnel, and parental involvement. 
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Hispano Educators and interested lay citizens 



SUBJECT, "“o^endation for enhancing the educational procees for 
Hispano students in the Denver Public Schools 



Because America accepts education as one of its maior idealc 
pa to alter and correct the educational process to fit his needs. 

schoorchnd°LlL°va'?^a? oSpressiJrc 

and eventually eradicated tKcmh* ' that now exist can be alleviate 

program. ^cL^rof “eltdScrnteS ”'P^''i"9ful educational 

day finds himself in an ambivalen/state wlth'l^ttfr^"®®’ 
to ho» best control or shape his des«ny! 

Education can and must be the dominant vehicle in assistino +h« 

peSpectiSe ?n'orde?1^‘n^ necessary educational skills and proper 
20tt &«u^; PPnductive citizen in this 
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• INTEODUCTIO:,' 



The Hispano in Colorado comprises the largest eth- 
nic minority group in the state, yet very little 
attention has been given to his problems, and, 
much more specifically, to his educational prob- 
lems. This document addresses itself to these 
particular problems. 

It is inconceivable that a nation considered one 
of the roost progressive and v/ealthiest in the world 
should have such a disproportionate number of poor 
and illiterate people in its midst. Illiteracy and 
poverty breed misery, poor health, discontent, hun- 
ger, immorality, and alienation. 

Unfortunately a large segment of the Hispano com- 
munity in Colorado finds itself in a state of gross 
poverty and low educational attainment. There are 
many contributing factors, the most prominent being 
the lack of salable skills and academic preparation 
needed in today's burgeoning and highly technologi- 
cal society. 

In order for us to outline an educational program 
which will be effective and meaningful for the His- 
pano, it is imperative that we have a clear under- 
standing of the basic objectives necessary for him 
to compete in the dominant society. 

Following are the general objectives which are real- 
istic in terms of assisting the Hispano child to 
compete in his present school situation, and in pre- 
paring him for future occupational and social 
endeavors. 
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1. To instill in the cliild tlie des.iie to 

become a useful, contributing member 
of society - - 

2. To develop an appreciation of the His- 

pano culture and heritage - ~ 

3. To develop an appreciation for the 

American way' of life - - 

4. To develop acceptable standards or 

levels of aspiration, self-respect, 
and good mental health ~ - 

5. To develop the power's of self-expression 

which will inevitably lead to a new 
sense of accomplishment and contribute 
to the learning process - -- 

6. To increase his ability to communicate 

in bnglish and develop proficiency 
in language for everyday communication 

7. To develop his ability to work in the 

typical classroom and compete success- 
fully with his peers - - 

8. To correlate English and Spanish in all 

areas of the curriculum where it is 
feasible. 
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Giinera I Obj t i .;h 



These geiicial objectives in and o t 1; )ie:ns e 1 ves 
do not give any direction to what wc feel should be an 
effective educational pvogran; for the l.'ispario. Follow- 
^ ing are the specific reconinienda r ions . The need is first 
established j then tlie statement of objective is madej 
and finally the activities to accomplish the goal are 
outlined. Wo have detailed specific educational pro- 
grams which we would like to see adopted to enhance the 
education of the Ilispano cliildrcn in our schools." 
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INTfbRAi i OKI 



integration, Ke feci, is a vital part of any 
quality education program. If a child is going to have 
all of the experiences necessary for ii i m to compete ef- 
fectively in tills complex, m i d J I c - c 1 a s s - o ri en t ed society 
of ours, he must have the opportunity to ceme in daily 
contact witii individuals of different etlinic backgrounds, 
economic levels, and religious beliefs. Desegregation in 
and of itself will not solve many of the problems con- 
fronting these children. If bringing children of differ- 
ent backgrounds togetlicr is going to be of any value, 
certain steps must be taken to insure that true integi'a- 
tion actually occurs, and that it is -not just a ineva 
movement of bodies. 

OBJECTIVE .... 

To provide, as soon as possible, a systematic, 
well-planned integration process which takes into consid- 
eration all of the needs of children to be integrated. 



ACTIVITIES TO ACCOMPLISH - 



/ To make certain tliat receiving schools 
are cognizant of the NLHDS of chil- 
dren they are receiving ~ ~ 

/ To provide PRbSliRVICH AND IN-SERVICE 
TRAINING lOR ALL STAFE of receiving 
schools, so tliiiL they have a good 
understanding of the llispano cul- 
ture, the ill story, and tlie socio- 
economic background of the children 
they are to receive - - 

/ To make certain tliat , if BUSING is in- 
volved, YOU.N'GER CHILDREN DO NOT SPEND 
AN EXCESSIVE AMOUNT OF TIME RIDING ~ 





Integration 



/ To take into cons i do rat i on tin; impor- 
tance of PAR H NT A L INVOLVTiMliNl in 
the entire school program, and to 
insure that provisions are made for 
their involvement in the new school 
sett i ng ~ - 

/ To take into consideration children's 
participation in FiXTR ACU RRI CULAR 
ACTIVITIES, and to wake certain that 
each child has an opportunity to par- 
ticipate witliout any hardship to him 

/ To make certain that children from the 
lower socioeconomic strata do not 
suffer UNDUE EMBARRASSMENT in the new 
school setting BECAUSE THEY DO NOT 
HAVE MONEY for fees, school lunches, 
or anytliing else which might tend to 
set them apart from the other chil- 
dren in the scliool. 



ust Of rm.f , nm,s sate TAKCfr khools 



It l>; ,;elJ estiJblished thvcu^'mur M, 

::: ^ 

OBJECTIVE .... 

To concentrate the majority of *hp Ti<-i 
on the echoole ..-ith the hieh'et L 

children. ‘■"Poction of lo„-i„co,.e 

ACTIVITIES TO ACCOMPLISH 

^ To take at least one-half of the Title 

in eight Largct schools - .. 

/ To provide COMPREIUNS IVE IN-SFRVTrr 

'I? in the cnit'nre 

sensitivity training \T b"rInrabout 

through the use of the SY<;Tr:\ic: ammv 
SIS approach - . SYS! IMS ANALY- 

pano^aide f^^r ev^..; t-wo^’t^?,.:- '1^ 

junior higlj school ^ .. 

necessary loi every teacher to do an 



7 



f 



Use of Title T rund'j 




sajy Lo lio a cosnpreliCTisi ve job of 
assessing and prescribing for the 
needs of tlie children involved ~ ~ 

/ To provide PMIiVOCATIONAI. AND VOCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS for tl>e children not planning 
to attend college. The Metro Youth 
Center concept could be followed ~ ~ 

/ To provide QUALIFIED COUNSELORS for 

every elementary and secondary school 
with high impaction of low-income 
. children ~ - 

/ To provide for the SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 
DEVEI.OPMENT of the children in the 
schools selected, by providing field 
* trips and music, and art appreciation 
courses ~ ~ 

/ To provide for all of the NEEDS of the 
children involved, such as health, 
food services, fees, work-study pro- 
grams, and clothing ~ ~ 

/ To develop a TEAM OF EXPERTS in the 
system to assist other teachers to 
understand better the culture and 
history of the llispano, as well as 
to understand the Hispano child him- 
self - 

/ To CONTIMUF. AND EXPAND THE YOUTH MOTI- 
VATION CLUBS, in order to give stu- 
dents involved assistance in develop- 
ing into better citizens of the school 
community, as well as enhancing their 
own s e 1 f - iiiui ge . 
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RLLE VAN f CU;-;R I CULIKI 

Teaching l!sc h : aJ •.rtiii o J Hi si- ano child is a dial 

lenging task. i.no.k of cxj)e r i n cc -bu:i U! i ng circumstances 
which are genoriiliy pr c requ i i t e .s for success in the 
midd 1 e - c 1 a s s cur r i cu iu:ii j pcualires i; h e Hispano child from 
the moment he enters the unbii.e school. The attempt to 
mold the child into the preso.-L curriculum, with little 
consideration for all the shoi't coinings he manifests, can 
be largely remedied if teacliers learn how to adapt the 
curriculum to the ciiiid's needs. Research has identified 
behavioral cliarac it-r i s t i es that teacliei's can learn to rec 
ognize, so tliai: succiissful cu?_t i cul urn adaptation can be 
made when working witii the Hispano child. 

OBJECTIVE .. .. 

To develop a curriculum which is relevant to the 
Hispano or any educat i oaia 1 1 y disadvantaged child in our 
schools. 

ACTIVITIES TO ACCOMPLISH - •• 

/ To m.-ike provision for a COMPRlillENSIVE AS- 
SESSMENT Oi- STRENL TilS AND WEAKNESSES, 
and to prescribe accordingly for each 
cllild • - 

/ To assign ;; TASr' i'ORCi: wliich will work 
toward ids: r. i i'ying the differences in 
the 1 anguu;.'.' development of the Hispano 
and ’he Anglo ci-i Id, and to develop a 
progr am takes into consideration 

the.se differences .v 

/ To provide for individual differences 
througl'. the use of UNGRADED PROGRAMS 
at the primary l^-vel, and the LEARNING- 
CENTER CON;:!:pt at the intermediate and 
junior higii Level ~ - 
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CURiUCUiiUM, 


in 0 c :i or :: ii *; ■. ' 


y i': ;■ : r| ni a } 


• I'.etter un- 


d C ,S '1 :i :< .1 M ' : . 1 : . 


j . ^ i iVi V./ -J* 


effectively 


v: 1.1 'i all. i i . 

in cov;:, rcL 


‘ M i-: 1 !i V 


.’i: oiTi lie comes 



/ lo I) r V,' \ 1 . 1 . . ‘ il ri !i witli in- 

t or e t !i .1 i • 1 I .• i a r h e S PAN I Sll 
L A X il II A C. !■ , ‘ ) I !’ 0 ! •. i i n ] h S 't' 0 i) I; V f; 1,0 P 

t- i t a ! C: li V, t U j !. ■ {'u [ 1 f; St ~ ~ 



/ T O j) ;■ 0 V i 0 
TUAlN'INii 
into use- 



i o r r : . ■ i c i; AND IN-SERVICE 

1 t:A ('ii . SO they can put 
1 s V ( ; c i : V i- i c n J. u m ~ ~ 



/ To provide i :.r a .SlD.d.M-NV ! Al. INTRODUCTION 
for al l cli i u!.w!! !0 the world of WORK, 
and to ^reparation for 

tlieir (d'lo:.- ': V c a i .! oil , taking into con- 
si d e r a t j. u t h v' i c a ;> abilities . 



\ 



10 



IN 



VI HAH 



T li 0 r c ! ;» ... i .■ 

dren who c o'ito i. j .' ; ■ 

',.J 

an cf f ec t j '/c' o r .1 i 1 
child with the ucc 
tion f or ■ succe.v f u i ; li; :. 

performance. ; ■ . . 

education . 

OBJECTIVi: .. .. 

To pi ace p, r;. .■ ' • ■ 

ences, heg L nn i r. a .• • 
the individual a i f ; : 

with him wiien i>e s • 

The totci i’ii;, ' . 

g'uage. Tin. .sk i ‘ 

epeaking^ am: ro ■ 

A succesi- f‘>: 1 c- r.v 1 
these positiv-. 'v.: . : 
thinking j vrclV-c-:- . ' .. . 

tio7i of langy.aga . . 

to oompe ie . 

ACTIVITIES TO T-.CXXAV . ; 

/ The ,, 

eve r c k , 

HI';;.-:':..' 

^ A c t i . c j ■ . ' ' ' . i 
T T i T ■ ! ^ 



. ' 1 cl e !1 .1 s p an 0 ch i 1 - 
. icen iyed homes with 
■io'! will provide the 
.u. ; : 0 r j. ence as a fomhda- 

and actual reading' 

: . ) ; .:ith eai'ly childhood 



o>: j:-.al language experi- 
' ;li ii'.a'Ke allowances for 
i. . liisi/ano child brings 

:. )oI .;hould be oral Ian 
.■ • • I '. c t eriing skill a ^ 

' J etc* 

p. -OCX' am should provide 
r .> i 7, ding , critical 
ny.pi-ess ion, apprecia- 
■ .’.’(•-••'p i , and confidence 

mu;;:; be given 
i ' V TO EXPRliSS 

lid SliNSI- 



n e can 



Oval Layiguacji 




its- f- • ■ ' . s L L iii;; skills ^ ^ 

V Ac t ’ V i. *. i • . ; 1 r i c n c e s t h -u t iv ill 

g5 • a SH/oH Oi- AWARUNF.SS 

aTr.i n ; * : • to his surroundings. 
So»:i- o" t*'* -;- oypoviencL'S could in- 
cli: \x i* - ■ * ;• i and fi ins - - 

/ Activirii-. ts ire based on I’ROlihtM- 

SJLVlv.: 

/ L a n g u V * « : : ■, u ' .•ties t. i i a t will ^ i v e the 

child on OI'b.vrnJMTV TO COMMUNICATE 
his f:;cJ's n- c;o: emotions. He must 
learn Vu spvi; ]vi s feelings orally 
as well S' I ;; v's 1 ca i ] y - - 

/ Ac t i V i . •’ > : *i,- ^ v.' ; 1 I help t li e child D E- 

VHL.Oi' t r.e ■/ .•*;'. HI! LARY needed for suc- 
cessful c ; S' u a i c at i on - 

/ Activit. i»,:: v.h-ve bask; LANGUACn PATTERNS 
are develop These patterns are a 

base in v.*;: ! riatod sentences form 

logj- ti. ::ig and give the ability 

to for;,i ccuicints - - 

/ ACT‘Vi .i.- ^ arc ‘-IAN I PU L AT I V E AND CON 

CkET'; ^ r.' .ire develop the acquisi 

tirr of i. i .. i. ;• c ciioeptu a ] skills. 




'MiiLR ACAIHJCIK. Afv-tAJi 



We mns! ,;’,veu>!, .• roiuling prct;iam wiiich will meet 
the needs of llii. p.-u-.o child, insure success, and pro- 
mote motivatioii toward bcco.ming academically oriented. 

A healthy self-image c-tolvcs froii: euccoss and acceptance. 
OBJECTIVE .. .. 

To place eiiriiasis on styles of learning and suc- 
cessful methods of teadiing reading, which result in con- 
tinual progress ot ;;;■ rtudeiit. To introduce the various 
approaclies to tea.i,^}s of reading who are inclined to re- 
main with outmoded and ineffective approaches. 

ACTIVITIES TO ACCOMl'EI .f H .. .. 



/ 



/ Frequent, coostant, Mli.AN’INGFU L EXPliRl- 

E.VCI-S to aid c on c ep t -bui 1 d i n g and lan- 
guage growth, nd which make reading 
material pur poseful. ~ ~ 

/ DE:;‘:i’n.\‘; I. tiie use of basal readers 

and t .V L D o I,' k -S w i t :i wliich ch. ildren do 
not find .suv'coss. Replace classrooms 
wi'di a v-'-rioty of reading materials 
and aids - 

/ Develop S! Qi! EM I A L , MEANINGFUL TEACHING 
Ml. 1 HO i ) :> t, o a s n r e n\ o r e s ti c c e s s in 
W 0 7 ' J .i t •: j e i- , ^ u ru c t ural analysis, 

and c o rr. ^ i 1 ; / : i s i o n ^ 

/ Acquaint toav:i-*-rs of reading with the 

various AV '.'i .. TO THE TEACHING OF 

READING euth a .s . 

. Language kits 
. Linguistic nia t e ri al s 
. Eng 1 i ‘ h - a .s - a - S cc ond Language 
Hi n t f, r i a 1 s 

. Lafiguo.go Ix].ericnce approach 
to , r ad i ng 
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M u : i ;! ^ (: z h X , control 

... i . . 

1 , , j • •.. ; . : M :> 1 i •/. •-• d lu a li i n <; i:i e t h o ci s 
. 0! h n V i:.a t. e r i a 1 s 

/ Rtiiu'jiai >iroi;ianis should utilise UNTRIED 
A1M‘P.0A'.:‘; i:.S , instead of move en'pliasis 
on tht: ‘; :sal Toading program ~ ' 



/ RHSLiAiU'l! should be formed to deter- 

*' mine :.no lea r n i ng - s t y 1 e differences, 
if any, of the Hispano student, as com- 
pared to middle-class Anglos — 



/ 



Develop materials on LI SIGNING 
activities, and lessons ~ - 



SKILLS , 



/ Less Ciioitasis on grade-level testing 
from .standardized tests until MORR 
RiiAi. iSTiC TI-STS can be developed - - 

/ Convenient rfN'THRS TO perceptually 
IIANI'IC.ATPF.I) children, emotionally 
disturbed children, and other spe- 
cial cases 



/ RLli'dCh CL-'SS SIZE to a manageable num- 
ber, along with the utilization of 
w c 1 1 - t r a i ned aides, which will allow 
for ii.ovo effective, quality instruc- 
lion, individual help, and ample time 
for cliildrcn to complete a task. A 
.-.oil'. ’■ a d od program is recommended at 
I i'l e ’.'rim a r y level ~ 
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TRAl ; 
wc r k ! n y; 

up re cl j 
to re .a 1 
ma t i o n o 
i nna : e 
Teach..' : 
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j VO P RO (j R AM Ob SENSIl IVITY 
•OR TEACHERS AND PERSONNEL 



h Hispano students to set 
.. successful goals, and 
liat a restricted infor- 
: ,ici. ground does not reflect 

u*.iilal deficiercy of a child. 

! adc c. t at i on is a prime fac- 
riu success of a child - - 



/ Pare.u i n v a 1 \ en t to form 5M.\LL STUDY 

G ;■ 01 J .'s , Inform parents as to school 
pro -.rai.ns , ways they can help, and 
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ollit. »' aids v.iiich per la in to tlie 
s i: c c I- s of the c 1 1 i I d - -• 

Mak<j Largct-arsa school situations 
attractive enowgli, citlier financi- 
ally or hv eliminating pressures, 
to HNCOlIUACli CAPABLi;, QUAUi'IHD, 
IMiDICATIiD ThAClIERS to serve - ~ 

/ EVAIA I \!'l! I’iilvSONNUL in target-area 

schools who are not working effcc- 
tiv'cly to promute academic success 
in keeping witli tlie cliild's expec- 
tancy. Replace these positions with 
experienced, successful people who 
show true dedication - - 

/ Require COLLliGH OR IN- SliRV ICl; CLASSES 
by teacliers and coordinators to 
study current successful methods in 
the t e a c 1 1 i n g of reading. Many 
teaciicrs have not clianged the ap- 
proach to teaching reading for many 
years. 



O 
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It i > i i.‘ [ j w* 1 a I ! *. tii.it i c L i ;.i i t :.i o ; 1 1 p r u c c* A u r c s an d 
policies of t. h c : * i; ii t: 1 J ' u i> 1 i c ’’t c ! I (* 0 J 5 Jr StT^ri bo I'ov'isod, 
in Older to i n s u i the :> c; I l; l j o o Ci i i;; o i* c c o iii i • c t c n t o n d 
sensitive pors onne 1 to b<,ix^r fult'i li ■b.c educational 
needs of lljsp.:no childrc-n. Hqually vital is that Mispano 
educators be jjiven the oppovtunity to become an integral 
and dynamic force in our school s>.vteu. 

OBJECTIVES .. .. 

To briny, about a ciiaiige in policy, and procedure 
of recruitment arnl ti'. iing ol llispatio a;ul other personnel 
sensitive to tiie u'.^i.Js of ili.sj)ano ciii IJreu. 

ACTIVITIES TO PiCCUMi’1.1 Sll .. .. 

/ The Acinlni St rati on of the Denver i’uiilic 
S c h o <■; ] s s 1 1 ' i 1 1 il iii a c a since v e c o ni in i t - 
ment to llllii; .'■iOilL HI Sl’A.'-iO LiDbCATORS - - 

/ IllSi’ANO L.i'iiCA l Oit.S , ADM [,\ 1 STRATOKS , AoD 
TbAClilikS siiould be included IN THli 
RbCRUi 'I MbNT Ti-.AMS - 

/ I'rovide 1 NC iC. i V i:S i 0 tNCOU RAG i; dOb Al’- 
Di', I (.ANTS , sucli as remuneration for 
t a j y. •• t - ;i r c;\ assignments. Provide tlic 
oppo :■ t n u j l i'oi- future growth .and/or 
pro f o ' s i ana i aciv.incemont - -• 

/ lisrabli-;! ; blNi; OP COMMUNICATION 
vvitii avL.-i i ''i.i.i'.Gli-PLACLMENT UURtAUS 
and other 1 c i. ;t rt ment heads ~ - 

/ Plaeo UI.CkD ! i 1 .\G PMlMiASIS on colleges 

and universities with HIGH CONCbNTRA- 
TION 01 IIISPANO STUDPNTS ~ ~ 

/ The Denver Public Schools should CONTACT 
ALl. OTHliU smiRCliS OF POSSIBLF. TEACHER 
RECOMMEMDAT) ON.S . such as teachers' 
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associations, state clcpai-tment s of 
education, teacher-placement bur- 
eaus (national and local) ^ ^ 

HISPAN’O HDdCATORS should be placed in 
POSITIONS 01- AUTHORITY where they 
will have an opportunity to partici- 
pate in decision-making ~ ^ 

The Denver Public Schools should fur- 
ther PROMOTH THE RECRUITMENT of 
other PERSONNEL who are SENSITIVE 
TO AND UNDERSTAND THE NEEDS of His- 
pano students - ~ 



PLACEMENT: 

. Great stress should be placed on 
the primary level. 

. Prospective teachers should be 
given an indication of school- 
area placement . 

. New teachers, out-of-state, and 
tenure teachers should be in- 
formed that intensive in- 
service training will be pro- 
vided to acquaint them with the 
lif e-style and methodology which 
will reach the Hispano child if 
assignment is to a school which 
is highly Hispano-impacted . 



PAKLMTAL I NVOl.VLf'lPNT 



Tl»e need foi parcuial involvement in tl»e educa- 
tion of Hispano students is imperative. In order to 
establish tlie positive attitude needed to succeed in 
school, and to develop continuity in the total educa- 
tional experience of these ciiildren, the parents must 
be involved. The parents must not only understand and 
give support to the efforts of tl»e school system to ed- 
ucate their children, but they must be helped to devel- 
op positive types of experiences which will enable them 
to provide incentive and motivation in their children 
to succeed and progress in school. 

OBJECTIVE .. .. 

To involve the parents of Hispano children in all 
school activities, be they educational, cultural, or so- 
cial. This will aid these children in becoming more sue 
cessful in their entire educational experience. A spe- 
cial effort should be made to make the Hispano parent 
welcome . 

ACTIVITIES TO ACCOMPLISH .. .. 

/ Develop a SENSITIVITY OR CULTURAL- 

ORIENTATION PROGRAM FOR all SCHOOL 
PERSO.NNEL concerned with the His- 
pano - -- 

V Continue ongoing PROGRAM OF TEACHER- 
PARENT CONFERFLNCES - - 

/ Develop a liaison between school and 
home: A NEIGHBORHOOD AIDE - - 

Conduct SCHOO L- COMMUN I T Y MEETINGS on 
a regular basis to discuss problems 
of genera] concern - - 



Favental Ik v 'j Io eir. c n t 



/ Establish ThACUHR MOMF. - V I S 1 TAT I ON 
PLAN to create better teacher- 
parent relations - - 

/ Develop SOCIAL kinds of FUNCTIONS 
IN Tfll: SCHOOL AND OUTSIDE THE 
SCHOOL, where scliool personnel, 
parents, and children come to- 
gether in an informal manner ~ ~ 

/ Make CURRICULUM RELEVANT to NEEDS 
OF COMMUNITY. 



Fred AvgueHo and John F. Gui'cia 
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